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8.0 and Beyond
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Who am I?

Á First saw (Digitalk) Smalltalk in 1987; first used 
Smalltalk shortly thereafter

Á Joined original IBM Smalltalk prototype team in 
1990

Á Joined IBM VisualAge Smalltalk development 
team as a founding member in 1991

Á Team Lead and Chief Architect of IBM VisualAge 
Smalltalk from 1997 to 2007

Á Retired from IBM and joined Instantiations in 
February 2007 to lead VA Smalltalk development 
team



Introducing Instantiations

ÁMulti-faceted software company (re)founded in 1997

ÁCreates and markets leading edge development tools 
for enterprise software developers (VisualAge 
Smalltalk, Rational, WebSphere, Eclipse)

ÁStrategic partnerships:
Å IBM Advanced Business Partner

Å Eclipse Foundation Member

ÁEstablished Fortune 1000 customer relationships

ÁHundreds of Smalltalk customers worldwide



HISTORY



Instantiations has contributed to the Smalltalk industry continuously since 1984.

Á1984: Instantiationsô co-founders developed the worldôs first commercial version of Smalltalk at Tektronix.

Á1988: Founded Instantiations Inc. (first incarnation) and became one of the most prominent Smalltalk product and 

consulting companies in the world.

Á1992: Instantiations acquired by Digitalk, Inc. and lead design & development of Digitalkôs VSE product line.

Á1990ôs: Digitalk was a major partner of IBM in the creation and marketing of Smalltalk technology.

Á1993: Co-founders of Instantiations founded ObjectShare Systems, a major Smalltalk product vendor and creator of 

WindowBuilder Pro & WidgetKits, which was acquired by ParcPlace-Digitalk in 1996.

Á1995: Digitalk was acquired by ParcPlace forming ParcPlace-Digitalk. Current Instantiations employees made major 

contributions to the development and marketing of VisualWorksÊ Smalltalk.

Á1997: Instantiations Inc. (second incarnation) was formed in 1997 by the Tektronix/ Instantiations/ ObjectShare team. 

The company has offered products and services to the Smalltalk industry since its inception.

Á2004: IBM and Instantiations form relationship where Instantiations provides support for VisualAge® Smalltalk.

Á2005: IBM and Instantiations form relationship under which Instantiations releases VA Smalltalk 7.0.

Á2006: VA Smalltalk 7.0.1 released.

Á2007: VA Smalltalk 7.5, 7.5.1 and 7.5.2 released with support for Windows Vista, SuSE, SUnit and Refactoring Browser.

Our Smalltalk History



VA Smalltalk 7.5 History

Á New Platforms

ÅWindows® Vista®

ÅSuSE Linux®

ÅWindows and Unix 64-bit environment

Á Tool Integration

ÅRefactoring Browser

ÅSUnit and SUnit Browser 

ÅENVY/QA

Á New Function

ÅNative Oracle® 10

ÅWeb Services Demo

ÅBrowser Enhancements 

ÅWindows Vista Themes



V8.0 PREVIEW



VA Smalltalk 8.0 Preview

ÁSeaside

ÁBrowser Enhancements

ÁWeb Services Enhancements

ÁRevised Documentation

ÁMiscellaneous Small Enhancements

ÁWhatôs Missing?

ÁWhen?



VA Smalltalk 8.0 Driving Forces

ÁIndustry-accepted functionality
ÅSeaside and friends

ÁModernization
ÅBrowsers

ÁCompatibility
ÅANSI Exceptions, Internationalization

ÁPerformance
ÅUnder the covers



SEASIDE



Seaside at VA Forum 2007

ÁCurrently researching how best to port Seaside 

to VA Smalltalk

ÁChallenges

ÅContinuations rely on underlying execution state 

reification (context) which has a different 

implementation

ÅClass library differences



Seaside at VA Forum 2008

ÁPorted both 2.8.x and 2.9
Å2.8.x work quiesced in favor of 2.9

ÅRefactoring done in 2.9 significantly eases porting

ÁScriptaculous also ported

ÁSeaside porting layer developed
ÅPortions will be incorporated into the base

ÅPortions will be released as Squeak porting layer

ÅRemainder (if any) stays as Seaside porting layer



Seaside 2.9-pmm.211 is Running

ÁOne-shot Continuations mostly working
ÅFull Continuation support under development

ÅVM changes needed (and underway)

ÁToolbar and Halos implemented
ÅInspector works

ÅProfiler works

ÅRemaining tools under development



Seaside 2.9-pmm.211 is Running



Seaside 2.9-pmm.211 is Running



Seaside 2.9-pmm.211 is Running



Seaside 2.9-pmm.211 is Running

ÁSeaside-Tests-Unit 2.9-pmm.156  95% green

ÁSeaside-Test-Functional 2.9-pmm.130
ÅAll tests attempted; majority successful

ÁScriptaculous-Tests - Unit pmm.47  97% green

ÁScriptaculous-Tests - Functional pmm.47
ÅAll tests attempted; majority successful



BROWSER ENHANCEMENTS



Browser Look and Feel

ÁToolbar is flat

ÁText pane is tabbed notebook
ÅTabs can be dynamically added for additional tools

ÁMethods pane is now tabbed notebook

ÁWorkspace is tabbed notebook



Browser Look and Feel -- Old



Browser Look and Feel (prototype)



Workspace Look and Feel (prototype)


